
The Graduate School
Sam Houston State University

Email: TheGraduateSchool@shsu.edu
Phone: (936) 294-2408
Main Campus: Templeton Building

A Member of the Texas State University System

SHSU Graduate School Oral Defense Announcement Form
As stated in the Graduate Catalog and Academic Calendar, a public defense, that is open to the University 

community, is required by all thesis/dissertation track graduate students. The Graduate School supports and 
encourages the work that graduate students put into their research. The purpose of the public defense announcement 

is to promote and inform the SHSU community of graduate research and the successful completion of theses/
dissertations. This form is to get information on graduate students' research, career aspirations and any other 

informations that students would like to share in conjunction with the announcement form below. The information 
provided on the first page will be posted on the Graduate School's web page and is optional. Please fill out the formal 

announcement in its entirety on the second page. Complete this form at least two weeks prior to your defense. 

Please describe your experience completing your degree program?

What are your career aspirations and plans after graduation. 

**If you would like to add a photograph of yourself, please attach it to the email with this form. 
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	Text30: POLICE PRESENCE, ACTIVITIES, AND POLICIES AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS:
A NATIONAL ANALYSIS
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	Text32: The overall purpose of this journal-ready dissertation was to determine sworn police officer presence, activity, and types of weapons carried and policies that govern sworn police officers by school level.  In the first study, the degree to which differences were present in sworn police officer presence (i.e., while students are arriving and leaving school, at school activities, at other times, and during all instructional hours at school) by school level was determined.  In the second study, the degree to which differences existed in police activity (i.e., participation in discipline, solving school problems, prevention training, student mentoring, and teaching law related classes) by school level was addressed.  In the third study, the degree to which differences were present in the types of weapons (i.e., carried stun guns, chemical sprays, firearms, body cameras, restraints; and officers who made arrests and reported) carried while on campus and policies used to govern their sworn police officers by school level was examined.  In all three studies, the extent to which consistencies were present in schools across two school years was addressed.


	Text3: My experience completing this degree program proved to be challenging, yet rewarding.  There were many obstacles to overcome; however, the staff within the K12 Educational Leadership Department demonstrated the utmost care and support throughout my process.  In the beginning, I drove 2.5 hours to class weekly.  This was a challenge within itself, but it was well worth it.  I'm glad to have reached this milestone at my alma mater, SHSU.  I'm proud to say that I am a 3 TIME Bearkat:  06' 12' 21'
	Text4: I plan to navigate into a superintendent position within a Texas school district and continue to consult within the private sector.
	Text5: Doctor of Education; Educational Leadership


